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NYC Council OKs Upper West Side Mixed-Use Development 

By Chelsea Naso 

Law360, New York (May 15, 2014, 6:22 PM ET) -- The New York City Council signed off on property 
developer TF Cornerstone Inc.’s proposed 1.2 million-square-foot mixed-use development in the Upper 
West Side on Wednesday, marking the city’s latest show of support for the ongoing transformation of 
West 57th Street. 
 
The plans for the development at 606 West 57th St. call for about 1,024 residential units, including more 
than 200 that will be permanently set aside for affordable housing, according to a statement. The 
development will also include ground floor commercial or community facility uses, as well as about 400 
parking spaces. 
 
Helen Rosenthal, a council member, said the development of the mixed-use property will benefit lower 
and middle-income residents seeking an affordable place to live as well as provide a new preschool and 
help support local amenities, including a nearby park. 
 
"The ‘wins’ in approving this project are securing 225 units of lower and middle-income affordable 
housing into perpetuity as well as providing the community with a new public school Pre-K and money 
for the local park,” she said in a statement. 
 
The city council’s Land Use Committee gave its seal of approval to the proposed development in April, 
after negotiating for TF Cornerstone to pay for a new public preschool, to secure permanent housing for 
low and middle-income apartments designed for families and to allow for all tenants to access all of its 
amenities. 
 
TF Cornerstone also agreed to only employ union builders for the construction of the property as well as 
for the ongoing property maintenance once it's complete. 
 
“TF Cornerstone's commitment to hire only union labor is a guarantee for good paying jobs. However, 
the city must be responsive to local residents ensuring that traffic safety, schools, libraries and adequate 
public transportation will be provided to the growing population in this neighborhood," Rosenthal said. 
 
Approval of the project is the city council’s latest show of support for the ongoing transformation of 
West 57th Street. In February, the council gave the Durst Organization's residential arm, Bjarke Ingels 
Group, the green light to build a massive, pyramid-shaped apartment building designed by Danish 
“starchitect” Bjarke Ingels. 
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The building, BIG's debut New York project, will house almost 900,000 square feet of apartments and is 
designed to taper from three stories along the Hudson River to 38 stories — 467 feet — at its highest 
point in the northeast corner. The design is meant to create a courtyard that opens toward the Hudson 
River, according to BIG. 
 
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson LLP represented TF Cornerstone on its latest project. The team 
was led by real estate partners Carol Rosenthal and Stephen Lefkowitz and included real estate of 
counsel Richard G. Leland. 
 
--Additional reporting by Kaitlin Ugolik. Editing by Emily Kokoll. 
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